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The Book-Smart Dad 
 

     …He Reads with His Children Frequently  
 

REXBURG—Brandon Isle believes in reading to—and being read to by—his children of all ages because, he 

says, “reading helps in everything whether it’s academics or music or just life. Their world opens up as they read new 

books (and) they understand other people and are empathetic. I think it’s helped our kids begin on the right foot by 

reading with them every day.” 

Brandon and family have a stockpile of books at their 

beck and call—at the Madison District Library.  “We read 

together, or individually, at night.  There was a short window 

when all six of them would listen at one time,” he explains.  

There’s no age limit for reading, says Brandon whose oldest 

son, William, got a favorite book series upon graduating 

from high school. 

Brandon and Marybeth Isle enjoy family time with 

their children William, 19; Caitlyn, 17; Britton, 15; Bradley, 

13; Lizzy, 8; Grant, 11; and Lizzy, 7. 

“Every Friday is movie night, and we have 

homemade pizza. Someone different chooses the movie each 

time,” he explains. “We go to plays and musicals and orchestra concerts. We’re 

always trying to support each other in the different things we do,” he says.   

“It’s so important for kids to have engaged parents... and for parents to 

realize that the decisions they make do affect their kids,” notes Brandon.  “When I 

come home, one of the first things we’re doing is talking and eating together.  

Food’s always a connector; that’s some of the best times of the day when you get to 

hang out with the kids and see the world through their eyes and see their struggles 

and triumphs.” 

Even a super-involved dad like Brandon Isle admits there’s much for dads to 

learn along the parenting road. “Once you think you’ve learned everything about 

parenting you have another kid, and you have to throw it all out the window.  They’re all different. With six kids I’ve 

had to learn parenting six times,” he notes with a chuckle. “You just love them where they are and try to help them 

learn, progress, and become better human beings.” 

“Reading 

helps children 

in everything.” 
 

— Brandon Isle 
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